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A FERTILIZER THAT CHECKS ALL THE BOXES
Anuvia’s new GreenTRX product delivers
When it comes to fertilizer for his 
greens, Superintendent Grant 
Backus of Dolphin Head Golf Club 
in Hilton Head, S.C., has a list of 
what he wants.

That includes reduced volatilization 
and leaching, slow release, 
uniformity and, if possible, 
sustainability too. If it is carbon 
based to feed microbial activity, 
then that checks another box off 
his list.

“You don’t get leaching with an 
organic-material-based fertilizer 
like you do with conventional 
nitrogen sources, and the carbon 
feeds beneficial microbes that help 
fight disease and nematodes,” 
Backus said. “You also get slow 

release over time, and the carbon 
helps increase the cation exchange 
capacity. That helps the soil 
hold onto nutrients and buffers it 
against acidification.”

Backus avoids conventional 
fertilizers when he can, knowing 
they provide a quick release, do 
nothing to build the soil and are 
subject to rapid leaching and 
volatilization. He has found some 
success with an 8-3-0 biosolid-
based fertilizer; however, it’s far 
from ideal.

“Members complain about the 
odors, which can linger from one to 
two weeks depending on weather 
conditions,” he said. “Getting my 
desired pound of nitrogen per 
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1,000 
square 
feet 
requires 
spreading 
a lot of 
material––550 
pounds per acre. Even 
then, it’s not a complete 
product. I have to use other 
fertilizers on a monthly basis, 
including potassium and sulfur 
products.”

While he has struck out on the 
perfect fertilizer so far, GreenTRX 

16-1-2-17S-3Fe has him intrigued. 
The new turf product coming on 
the market from Anuvia Plant 
Nutrients is a dry granular, multi-
nutrient fertilizer produced from 
a base of organic materials. 
Thanks to the proprietary, seven-
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step processing system, Anuvia 
is able to use multiple sources 
of organic materials and create a 
homogenous multi-nutrient product 
that is a balanced formula with 
a high nutrient content similar to 
conventional fertilizer.

The Anuvia process converts the 
organic materials into a enhanced 
efficiency plant nutrient product 
utilizing a novel slow release 
mechanism called the Organic 
MaTRX. This mechanism does 
not use any of the current coating 
technologies being used by other 
slow release products, but mimics 
what happens with organic matter 

in the soil. “It is a natural and 
intuitive delivery system unlike any 
other,” said Hugh MacGillivray, 
executive VP marketing and 
business development.

GreenTRX is available in three 
sizes; granular 260 SGN, 
intermediate 140 SGN and elite 80 
SGN with the intermediate and elite 
sizes produced specifically for golf 
courses.

GreenTRX releases nutrients over 
an extended period of time with 
65 percent of the nitrogen being 
released within the first few weeks 
after application for early color and 
initial growth. Over the following six 
to eight weeks, the remaining 35 
percent of the nutrients, are slowly 
released into the soil.

Each granule is homogenous 
and contains 16 percent 

organic matter which is 
deposited back into 

the soil contributing 
to improved soil 
health providing 
a feeding source 
for beneficial 
microbial activity.

“Our process 
utilizes organic 
materials from 
industrial, food, 
animal or waste 
water organics––
sources that 
may otherwise GreenTRX Elites
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be deposed of via landfill sites 
or inefficient land application,” 
MacGillivray said. “Sustainability 
is an important part of our process 
and product. Both represent a 
model for sustainability and the 
circular economy.”

David Barnes, turf agronomist 
and owner of Southeast Partners, 
has tested Anuvia’s turf product 
under extreme conditions at 
varying grass heights as well as on 
seedlings.

“GreenTRX 16-1-2-17S-3Fe 
provides a very predictable release 
over time,” he said. “It performed 
marvelously.”

If Anuvia and its new GreenTRX 
product can provide a fertilizer that 
reduces loss in the environment, 
delivers a balanced nutrient 
package with good turf 
safety and can contribute 
to the golf courses 
soil health, Backus 
is all for it. Like 
most golf course 
superintendents 
today, he manages 
his course under 
a tight budget. He 
is quick to assert 
that the slow 
release does more 
than maintain color 
and growth over a 
longer time period; 
it also cuts costs.

“I don’t know a single 
superintendent who likes it when 
grass growth explodes as it 
does with conventional nitrogen 
sources,” Backus said. “It requires 
more frequent mowing, and in 
our industry we have tighter 
budgets and have to do more 
with less. We want our turf green 
and nice and tight, but the less 
mowing, the better. This is where 
Anuvia’s product should really be 
beneficial.”

www.anuviaplantnutrients.com
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